'Lcss cfﬂ;e gm{;el Stames Steamer
Wal&er. B

Twenty of,her Crew Drowwed ald Miss

Ing—Karrative of Oue of the Sarn YOS

Tho Taitod States Surveying sleamer Waler, oa Eor
way to New York from her Soutbera station, which I
Cludes tbo coast of Alsbams, Fssissizpi aad port of
Loulsians, wes run ioty ea Thursdy meorning, betwaen
WD aad three o'clock, by & echooner, &4 Gunii. Thea
cident took place off Absocom, and in § e b‘lhﬁ[LA.—-
perbaps eight or nine mils distt.

"Thé fllowing ere m

ok, Gutbrie, Lieut. om. Willam F- Jouess
3. & Bewel (shd 1335}, 20 Tobert Bl

1., Ortiri, 4th ofccr. éohn Lysn.
Jas. Hellam, Surgeon. *Goorge
Charles Marriots, Asc’t Surg., John Cozmer.,
LB oo paglacer. Joa: Morg.

ST asapion. Joa. A. Golding.
John Burton. ‘Witliam Logsa.
Jobn Walsh. John Rowe.
Jos. Peter.

Cales Gifford. James Do

B Willism Doyes.
Johm Beown. ard
John Taylor, ey.
Wiltiarm B Bapes. John A. Minor.
James Tayrison.
Jobn McMiftan. f’:md Clark. .
Deniel Evans: eiehzel Boyle.

Wilson. Patrick Doberty.

Jeflerson Cravens. 1 Lyons.
Abdrew Young.t Heory Hotten.

bael M. T
Harqus Borer Eoneveats. Daziel Srith.
fohn Farren..
fretiyiieed Joseph Bate.
Jobn Driscoll.- James Farrez.
Price.

‘Al day yesterdey the moet intense excitement pre-
vailed 3¢ the Navy Yard aod ia the Fifth ward, Brook-
I7n, Bhere a majority of the erew raside, &nd until th
arrival of & yortion of th survivors, bringing ‘definite
information, fhe suspese among the: {smiios and Féla-
tives of the men was distressing:

Oue of our fepirters, during the afiernopn, had an in-
tersiew with-one of the most intelligent among the
¢rew, and from hifn gathered the following particularsi—
NARRATIVE OF CHARLYS CLIFFORD, QUARTERMASTRR.

At the time of the ccllision Lieatenant 3. A. Sewall,
the exeeutive officer; was on the waich. 1t was about
querterpast €6 fn the moralnz Wo gaw the
schooner shrad, coming before. the ‘wiad,.and put the
IAm bard apert toelear ber. The schoouer was cl
aboard of us. The Jichts of bothi vessels were. burning
atmoephere was cloudy, and the wind blow:
ing freeh Crom (e northesst.

“The schober thereapor pit her. helm hard astarboard,
ich made a collision inevitable. She struck the steam;
er fornard of the port guard and wheel house, eutting
ot down o th water’s edsr, sad eurricd sway her own
head booms. The schooner hung for & moment, thed
‘swing slongside, and carried away the forward and quar-
ter boats of the eteamer.  Getting cloar of the schooner,
o worked ahéad, but found the Walker was sinking; cut
asuy her mainmast, booms, end_got everything movable
on degk, ta mafe, 2 TEf for the men: Everybody cool,
and the cfficers behating Wwith great presence of mind,
Lowerud both starboard boats and dropped them asterh
for pso when the vessel went dowm..

By this time every soul was on deck except those who
may bave been killed or injured by the collision, 2ad a

¢ick mman on board, pear seveaty years of age,almost
lﬂpl , Lad been carefully lifted ‘out and pn'. in one of
the bonts. Al was' orderly: “The men stayed by the
steamer until she was sinking, and then, withous confu-
sion, such of thers a3 could 100k t0 b bozts. oy of tho
erew went down with ‘the” stéamer; however, clingisg Lo
the spars and portions of the wreck, and cspected to be
saved in thatway. The. espiain stayed on board ustil
the sieamer went dovwn, and just before she dissppesred
from eight jumped iifo the water, a0d was picked up by
one of . the boats..

Licutenant Sewall was drawn down' in fhe fortes, and,
alter remaining fora’ considerablo timo foating a a por-
tion of the wreck, was also rescued by oo of the boats.
A beavy«sea, was ravaing, end many of the men were
donbtless- waskied off tho spars and drowned from the
‘mere exhaustion uf holding 0n, while others were kllled or
stanned on rising to the surface by concassion with epars
and other perts of the wreck.

The steamer. Lad edtizely funk from sightin thirty

oy ofthe cr

by the boats, in which were about forty-four persons, and
they were in turn picked up by the schooter R. G. Pofter-
CapiainS € Hodson. He did Robly, Keeping s veasel
zhout the £pot whers ok ¥

oelock In the day, 224 ysiog every endcavor to render us
comfortable and afford the desired assistance. Finding
that it was uscless to remain longer in'searéhing
‘missing, Coptain Hudson stood into Caps May, where hs
arrived about four clock on Thursday aficrnoon.

The above account i corroborated o all particulars
by that of Lieutenant Gommandivg J. J. Gathrie,
Thited States Nary, with whom another of or reporters
likewise had an inlerview at & Lter how in
tho evening, Tio states, in addition o the abore, that on
arviving at Cape May & schooner was there with a reat f
her foresal, her head spars carried away sad her cut-
water injured.

The mame of this vesel was the Famny, and the
timo of her arrival was such 85 to make it almost
ceriain that zhe was the author of the, saccident.
While in Cope May the cficers and crew wero
provided with much needed refreshments and clothing
by the citizens. Promizeat aimong those wko rendered
amistance were Mr, West, the proprietor of Congress
Hali}J. C, Little, of Our Huuse;” Captain Johnson, of the
steamer Kennrbcc, sad &pum Cannon, of the Delaware,
and Messzs, T. M. Quicksall and J.. W, Borio
delphia, Lieutenant Gothrie speaks ia thé highest terms
of the conduct of the crew uader the tryiog-circumt
stances, and states that when the Eteamer weat down
every mman was at his post, there being ia the boats enly
three individuals and » dog.

A heavy gale wes blow ing at the time ad & rough gea
ruoning, which caused the steamer to, careen and settly
mucl more rapidly than she etherwise would have done,
s well 28 preveated those €ngaged iu the work of rescue
from sising all those who'wrere cnabled for a ‘time to
heep, thiemselves above water. It is hoped that'as a
number of eclioeners were in the viciaity others may have

én picked ip; 2nd, indced, from tbe madouvres of one
of thim, the captain states that It is almost certain
that such s the casel The surviiors who came
ca to this city Lave reported themselves to’the
Commandant of tie Navy Yard, and beea aid off. All
are in a destitute- condition, Boweser; oficers and crew
hevig loet eversthing ‘cxeept the clothds on their back:
In view of theee circumslances, aod the bravery and. dis
eipliae manifested on the trying occasion, s go-
verement o take some stps 10 recompenss them for
their kss.




